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the Greek colonies on the West Coast of the Black
Sea. He calls them " the bravest and most honour-
able of all the Thracian tribes," and speaks of them
as endeavouring to oppose the march of the Persian
King Darius. Thucydides alludes to their prowess
with the bow and arrow on horseback, and fixes their
abode on the shore of the Euxine. At that time
however, they had not yet crossed the Danube, but
were living in the district south of that river known
as the Dobrudza. Here, in the fourth century before
our era, they were attacked by Philip of Maccdon,
who laid siege to one of their towns. The great con-
queror was about to give the signal for the assault,
when the gates opened and a long line of priests, clad
in snow-white robes with lyres in their hands, came
forth and approached with song and music the Mace-
donian camp. Struck with the novelty of the sight,
Philip bade spare the citadel and took Meda,
daughter of the Getic king, as his wife. From that
moment the Get?e became allies of Maccdon and
aided Philip in his Scythian campaign. But, at the
close of his reign, about the year 340 B.C., they
crossed the Danube, either from the natural expan-
sion of their numbers, or in order to escape the
attacks of some other barbarous tribe. Alexander
the Great in the course of his Thracian expedition,
found himself confronted on the left bank of the
Danube by an army of Getic horsemen and foot-
soldiers, who refused to allow him to land. Nothing
daunted, he waited till night came on, crossed the
river lower down at daybreak and fell upon the
Geta^, whom he defeated and put to flight. But the